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Political Cooptation and Structural Optimization: The Change Model
of Political Recruitment of China’s National People’s Congress

He Junzhi'? & Huang Weiqi’
(1. School of Government, Sun Yat —sen University, Guangzhou; 2. Institute of Guangdong — Hong Kong — Macau,

Sun Yat — sen University, Guangzhou)

Abstract: Can the political cooptation model raised in studies on authoritarian political institutions be used to explain the change
of political recruitment in the reform era? Based on a distinctive database of National People’s Congress deputies from 1983
through 2018, this article finds that an obvious trend of political cooptation exists in the political recruitment process. But the
number and proportion of political cooptation is less that of structure optimization of the deputies to the National People’s Con—
gress. The changing process of the political recruitment includes both the political cooptation and structure optimization. The ex—
planation of both cooptation and structure optimization of political recruitment also provides a new perspective for understanding
the functional changes of the National Peoples Congress.

Key words: National Peoples Congress; Political Recruitment; Political Cooptation; Structure Optimization
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