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Governance Reform in China ( 1978-2018 )

Yu Keping (Peking University)

Abstract The policy of reform and opening up has not only brought a remarkable transformation
in the course of China’s own development, but also, to no small extent, has changed the course of world
history. But what is it that has created the miracle of China’s modernization? This paper will look at the
relationships between central and local, between state and society, and between government and market, and
consider the rule of law, public services, civic participation, democratic decision-making, social governance,
government accountability, political transparency, and grassroots self-governance. From this perspective,
politics in China has, since reform and opening up began, undergone a major transformation. We could
argue that one of the fundamental reasons for the phenomenal success of the reform and opening policy
is that China has successfully carried out political reforms in terms of national governance. If we take,
for example, important reforms in the field of governance such as Party building, grassroots democracy,
consultative democracy, political oversight, administrative reform, public policy, public services, and social
governance, not only do we see the new changes in China’s democratic governance brought by 40 years of
reform and opening up, and the great strides China has achieved in modernizing the country’s governance;
but we find that a kind of governance model with Chinese characteristics has already begun to take shape.

Key words reform and opening up; Chinese development; political reform; national governance
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