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LES
(EEmiE H1HHA]
On the Publicity and Debates on the Criterion of Truth in New China (1949-1976)
ZHANG Shunyue
(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: Before the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949, through the Yan’ an Rectification
Movement, the view that “practice is the criterion for testing truth” was spread within the Party. After the founding
of New China, this view gained more popularity with the upsurge in studying Mao’ s two classic works, i.e., On
Practice and On Contradiction. In the 1950s and 1960s, more in—depth discussions on this topic were conducted
among the academic circle in China, however, they failed to achieve the social impact as wide as the discussions
made in the late 1970s. meanwhile, the slogan “practice is the only criterion for testing truth” was publicized in the
debates between the Soviet Union and China, in the “Four Cleansings” Movement and the Cultural Revolution”,
but it was not acted on in practice, which led to serious setbacks and losses for the Party, the country and the
people.

Key Words: New China; the first 30 years since the founding of the PRC; criterion for testing truth; debate
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