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A Literature Review of the Chinese Women’s
Political Participation Since Reform and Opening Up

DU Meiing
( School of Zhou Enlai Government Nankai University Tianjin 300071  China)

Abstract: The research on Chinese women’s political participation mainly experienced three periods ‘the ini—
tial period”  ‘the peak period” and “the vigorous development period ”. The biggest problem of Chinese women’
s political participation is that although it has the research name of “women’s political participation” it actually
studies “female cadres’ participation in politics ” or mainly “female in politics/in power”. In the future research
on women’s political participation should enter the next stage: focusing on the real “women’s political participa—
tion” namely the nonoccupational behavior of female citizens who try to influence government decision-making. In
addition it is necessary to strengthen the research by expanding the approaches of institutional political participa—
tion of women and getting more political and social capital to influence government decision-making.

Key words: female in politics/in power; female’s participation in politics; women’s political participation
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