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Restructuring Mainstream Ideology through the
Practice of Chinese Marxism in 1949-1956 Year:
Based on the Political and Social Analysis of Ideology

ZHU Qing—yue
(Deng Xiao—ping Theory Research Center of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235)

Abstract: During the period 1949 -1956, Marxism and its latest Chinese theoretical achievements
transformed from the dominant ideology to the mainstream ideology. In order to achieve this goal the CPC had
focused on constructing ideology, scientific ideology, institutionalized ideology and social ideology through the
practice of Marxism in China. Specifically, it’s a matter of creatively adjusting the basic theory and the category
system of the Marxist ideology to the construction of a new conceptualized ideology. The following four tasks were
fulfilled: establishing the authority of Marxist discourse and taking it as guidance for the fundamental research
paradigm for constructing the new scientific ideology; transforming the theory of Marxism in China into the new
guidelines and policies, laws and regulations for social change; constructing a new institutional ideology; guiding
people’s social behavior and psychological motivation of social conduct through Marxist theory and its latest
achievements in China and building up a new social ideology. With the efforts on the above mentioned four
levels, the goal of abolishing the old mainstream ideology and establishing the new one has successfully been
achieved.

Key words: 1949—1956; Chinese Marxism; political socialization; mainstream ideology



