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Evolution of the Construction of the Independent Cognitive System of
Chinese Modernization since the Founding of the PRC
DUAN Zhiwen, ZHANG Xiaowei
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310058)

Abstract: The advancement of Chinese modernization requires independent cognition of “Chinese modernization”. Chinese
cognition of modernization started from “eastward spread of western learning” during the modern period. Under the influence
of “western centrism”, modernization was once considered equivalent to westernization. Chinese communists made initial
exploration of independent cognition of modernization and laid its foundation from “modernization” to “China’s moderniza-
tion” after the founding of the PRC, further made cognitive expansion of “Chinese-style modernization” during the process of
reform and opening up, and have finally completed the systematic construction of independent cognition of “Chinese moderni-
zation” since the new era. During this process, Mao Zedong’s interpretation of “China’s modernization” constructed an inde-
pendent cognitive system of modernization with independence as the narrative tone. Deng Xiaoping focused on the interpreta-
tion of “Chinese-style modernization” and constructed an independent cognitive system of modernization with development
as the narrative tone. Since the new era, General Secretary Xi Jinping has systematically interpreted “Chinese modernization”
with innovation and constructed an independent cognitive system of Chinese modernization with coordination as the narra-
tive tone. The three stages of the construction of the independent cognitive system of Chinese modernization are progressive,
showing profound historical and development logic. As a scientific system of theory, the independent cognitive system of Chi-
nese modernization has led the great practice of Chinese modernization.

Key Words: Communist Party of China; Chinese modernization; independent cognitive system; independence; development;
coordination
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