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The Dilemma of and Reason for Labor Union Work in Shanghai During the
Early Days of the People’ s Republic of China
Yan Yuming & Wang Siyi

Abstract: After the liberation of Shanghai the municipal Military Control Administrative Committee formulated a
comprehensive plan for urban work emphasizing the necessity of relying on the working class to quickly resume
production and operations in various industries. Labor unions were important organizational vehicles for the Party
and the state to mobilize and unite the vast masses of workers. During the early period after liberation labor
unions in Shanghai at all levels were quickly established providing effective guarantees for worker management
and their work was remarkably effective. At the same time labor unions faced great challenges. The problem of
“exclusivism” in the process of their organizational establishment the difficulties in handling labor-capital rela—
tions and vacillation over its own “central work” all put pressure on the labor unions as a result of which their
working mechanisms had to be adjusted. To some extent this reflected the process of transitioning from “ideology”

“ . » . .
to “reality” in various endeavors.
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