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An Analysis of the Evolution of the Application of
“Governance” in Contemporary China

Xu Yaotong
(Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: The application of the “governance” concept by the Communist Party of China (CPC) began in
the early 1950s. In the project to harness the Huai River and the Yellow River, the CPC proposed concepts
like “fundamental governance” and “comprehensive governance”, reflecting new meanings of the concept
with the purpose of “serving the people”, as well as the basic characteristics of cross-boundary coordi-
nation in governance. Since the reform and opening up, it has been extended to other fields than natural
disasters, and has been widely applied in various fields of socialist modernization, including economy, pol-
itics, culture, society, ecological environment and party construction. After entering the new era, the com-
prehensive transformation and promotion from “comprehensive governance” and “national management”
to “national governance” marks that the meaning of governance has completely gone beyond the scope of
rectifying the negative factors and negative effects existing in the natural and social fields, and has become
the governance activities arranged by the Party and the state for all affairs. By investigating the evolution
of the application of “governance” in contemporary China, this paper aims to explain that when interpret-
ing and understanding the global governance theory formed in the world today, we should not ignore the
existing theoretical resources and academic accumulation in China and their unique values.

Key Words: Contemporary China; Fundamental Governance; Comprehensive Governance; National Gov-

ernance; Evolution of Application
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