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China’s Century of Practical Exploration and Theoretical Innovation in
Eliminating Rural Poverty

Yang Canming
(School of Public Finance and Taxation; Innovation and Talent Base of Income Distribution and Public Finance,
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Summary: In the early days of the founding of the Communist Party of China (CPC), farmers accounted for
more than 80% of the national population, and become the main object of poverty governance. By 2020, China has
eliminated absolute poverty, became the country with the largest poverty reduction population in the world and com-
pleted the poverty reduction goal set by the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in advance. This paper in-
terprets ideological origin of the theory of overcoming rural poverty led by the CPC, and its global significance in pov-
erty reduction.

The rural poverty reduction in China has experienced five stages since the founding of the CPC: (1) From 1921
to 1948, driven by the original aspiration and mission of "seeking happiness for the people and development for the
Chinese nation", China overthrew the feudal system which had exploited, oppressed and enslaved the people for a
long time; (2) From 1949 to 1978, the Party led Chinese people to establish the socialist system, and adopted the re-
lief phase of poverty alleviation to ensure the basic survival of the poor people; (3) From 1979 to 2000, driven by the
Reform and Opening up, the Party led people to carry out a series of reforms in rural areas, such as the household
contract responsibility system and development oriented poverty alleviation policy, which has effectively solving the
food and clothing problem of the poor. (4) From 2001 to 2011, with the deepening of the opening up, the Chinese
government implemented the poverty reduction strategy with the core of market orientation to foster the endogenous
development impetus of the poor people; (5) From 2012 to 2020, the Chinese government has implemented a targeted
poverty alleviation strategy (TPAS) focusing on increasing the income and improving the multi-dimensional welfare of
the poor in education, medical care, health, housing and other aspects. The TPAS has put forward a variety of pover-
ty alleviation measures, including spiritual and education poverty alleviation, and innovating the "blood—forming" pov-
erty alleviation model through industry, finance and inhospitable areas.

Poverty reduction strategies of each development stage are in the same line of thought and theory. In the per-
spective of practical exploration of the CPC, they are the integration and innovation of poverty reduction theory,
which adopt to the major strategic needs of China. First, China absorbs and integrates the advanced theories of inter-
national poverty reduction, and develops the "pro—poverty" theory, which benefit to the poorest. Second, we always
take "people—centered" as the concept and fundamental purpose, forming the main ideological pull of the centurial
miracle of poverty reduction. Third, based on the Marxist theory of poverty, the CPC overturned the feudal land sys-
tem, which removed the root of poverty and provided a solid institutional guarantee in rural China. Fourth, China’s de-
velopment has formed a multi—party poverty reduction mechanism, "the government, the market and society", which
built up a synergy in poverty reduction. The "four—in—one" theoretical system of poverty reduction with Chinese char-
acteristics do not play a role alone, but complement and develop with each other, and a globally significant wisdom
of poverty reduction in China was formed, which proved the institutional superiority of the socialist system in eliminat-
ing absolute poverty.

Keywords: the 100th anniversary of the founding of the CPC; moderately prosperous society in all respects; ru-

ral poverty; effect of poverty reduction; targeted poverty alleviation
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