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Pressure and Reaction: Background Analysis About the Evolution of
the CPCs Views of Development Since the Founding of New China

ZHANG Jia—hua

(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: The Chinese Communist Party has been faced with different difficulties and pressure in dif-
ferent historical periods. After the founding of new China, the first generation of collective leadership
with Mao Zedong as representative encountered the poverty and the pressure brought by the East-
West confrontation and the Cold War; the second generation of leaders with Deng Xiaoping as repre-
sentative confronted the pressure in the reform and opening up and in improving the people’s living
standards; the third generation of collective leadership with Jiang Zemin as representative encountered
the intricacies of the international situation and strived to maintain the invincible position of the Party
in furthering the reform; since the 16th CPC National Congress the CPC Central Committee with Hu
Jintao as the general secretary has been working on the problem of uneven domestic development.
Generations of Chinese leaders with their ongoing exploration have gradually formed their views of de-
velopment with Chinese characteristics.
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