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cused on meeting the actual needs of ordinary workers in daily production and life rather than pursuing the ab-
stract goal set by the formalist logic that was detached from reality. Different from the negative interpretation of
grassroots governance in the perspective of formalism, this paper, with its research on the mode of substantive
governance, recognizes the effectiveness of various formal and informal institutions that ordinary workers could

rely on to express their own interests.
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The Political Shaping of Socialist Masters (1949-1956) 82
Shao Liuyi

Abstract: After the founding of PRC, the working class became the master of the country, but the individual
worker did not necessarily possess the political qualities as a Master. The statue and quality of Master should be
forged in political practice, clarifying the exact meaning of Master at the same time. Capitalism could not be elim-
inated immediately at the very beginning of new China, the conflict between labor and capital still existed. With
the promotion and application of the policies such as “mutual benefit between labor and capital”, the renewal
revolutionary ethics of labor persuaded workers to accept the exploitation of capitalists for a short time in order
to serve the overall agenda of the country. With the transformation of the national bourgeoisie, the core contradic-
tion changed from that between labor-capital relationship to that between bureaucracy and working class. Ob-
serving working disciplines, participating in working competitions, and devoting to patriotic production-increas-
ing movements became the glorious mission of the Masters, while the trade union served as a school for cultivat-
ing the proletariat, answering questions such as why the Masters must work hard. The "Socialist Master" is not
only a qualification in private law, but also contains the glorious duty in public law. The transformation from the
oppressed group to the socialist Master is an inevitable step to the realization of socialism, while the complex

structure of rights and duties behind the identity of Master still has important relevance for today.

Keywords: labor, working class, master, socialism
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The Issue of Indigenization in the Coordinate of Social Scientific Knowledge 101
Guo Zhonghua

Abstract: “Indigenization” is a persistent topic of debate in the arena of Chinese social sciences. In recent years,
the controversy has boiled down to the issues of “cross-context validity of knowledge” and “national academic
status and power.” “Cross-context validity of knowledge” queries the validity of Western social scientific knowl-

edge in the Chinese context, which is essentially an interrogation of the nature of social scientific knowledge.



