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The Formation and Development of the Theory of
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics:

Based on the Historical Evolution of the Socialist Market Economy
QIN Chao
( School of Marxism Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up the socialist market economy in China has experienced several stages
including selection persistence depth development and consummation. The theoretical system of socialism with
Chinese characteristics has also formed several landmark achievements involving Deng Xiaoping theory the impor—
tant thought of “Three Represents” scientific outlook on development and “the four overall strategic layouts”. This
shows that there is a logical connection between the evolution of the socialist market economy and the formation and
development of the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics. In order to get out of the predicament of tradi—
tional socialism pattern China chooses the market economy system in reform practice and develops and innovates
the original socialist theory. Deng Xiaoping theory is the fruit of the theoretical innovation. To develop the socialist
market economy not only needs to make corresponding adjustment at the plane of production relations but needs to
make some adjustments at the plane of the superstructure as well. From the social and political relations the
“Three Represents” important thought identities with the changes of people’ s benefits status and economic rela—
tions caused by socialist market economy. This removes obstacles for the continuous development of socialist market
economy. The depth development of socialist market economy brings about both economic prosperity and a lot of
drawbacks of original ecological market economy. Scientific outlook regulates the defects of original ecological mar—
ket economy through the transformation of development idea and basic requirements. Since the 18th party congress
the promotion of the “Four Overall” strategic layouts has consummated the socialist market economic system and so-
cialism will achieve its own value goal on that basis.

Key words: socialist marketing economy; Deng Xiaoping theory; the important thought of “Three Represents”; sci—

entific outlook on developmen{ ‘“Four Overall” strategic layouts
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