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Democratic Construction in the Southwest
Frontier Region in the Early Period of the PRC,

The Case of Regional Ethnic Autonomy in Guangxi and Yunnan

FANG Sumei
(Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology . Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Beijing 10081, China)

Abstract: After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, democratic construction, as
a central task of the Central People’s Government, was rapidly launched throughout the country, and
by 1954 the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China was promulgated, and the work of demo-
cratic construction was completed. The democratic government was gradually established in the areas
inhabited by ethnic minorities, with a focus on regional ethnic autonomy. In the early period of the
People’s Republic of China, the ethnic problems in the southwest frontier region showed the charac-
teristics of complexity, speciality, internationality and importance. In the face of a series of mass so-
cial reforms, such as the suppression of bandits, agricultural-disaster reduction &. famine relief, and
land reform, the southwest frontier region, in accordance with the basic principles and laws and regu-
lations formulated by the Communist Party of China and the Central People’s Government, took con-
crete measures according to the local situations, completed the local ethnic democratic construction,
and accumulated some basic experience. To this day, it still has profound historical and practical sig-
nificance.

Key words: southwest frontier region of China; democratic construction; regional ethnic autonomy;
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