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RIEMmIE . KIER

On Historical Investigation of the Implementation of The Marriage Law of

the People’s Republic of China Promulgated in 1950

LIU Weifang

Abstract: The implementation of The Marriage Law in the whole country in 1950 can be roughly divided into three
stages:the initial publicity and implementation,the inspection of the implementation,and the large—scale
implementation. The publicity of the law was carried out through newspapers, broadcasting stations, public gatherings
and exhibition events across the entire country, which effectively promoted its implementation. The publicity of The
Marriage Law achieved initial result in the transformation of social good and up—to—date practices and trends.
However, there were also problems such as the suicide and murder of women, together with the misreading and
resistance of officials and the masses to The Marriage Law. The promulgation and implementation of The Marriage Law
in 1950 played a positive role in the establishment of a new marriage system, the elimination of outdated marriage
practices in rural China, and the establishment of a modern marriage system featuring monogamy. However, due to the
influence of old concept and morals, the shortage of the text version of The Marriage Law,There were some historical
limitations in the implementation of the law. There must be a long historical process when it comes to the change of
marriage system and customs.

Key words: Marriage Law; implementation; publicity; suicide; misreading

—106—



