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20 Years’ Research on Rural Grassroots Mass Self — government:
Issues Debates and Prospects
LI Qiang —bin LONG Feng —xiang

( School of Public Administration Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)

Abstract: Autonomy is the foundation of rural governance and effective autonomy is the proper meaning of modernization of rural
grassroots massself — government. Since 1980s academic and practical circles have conducted extensive research on the theoretical log—
ic system design practical operation and effective realization of rural grassroots mass self — government. As for the many difficulties
faced by the grassroots mass self — governmentpractice since the new century whether it is declared that “autonomy is dead ”or called
for “finding autonomy” it actually shows that the rural grassroots mass self — government has fallen into a certain deadlock and it also
shows that related research has entered a specific bottleneck period. Facing the modernization of grassroots mass government and the
promotion of rural revitalization strategy in the new period by analyzing the general situation and focus of the research on grassroots
mass self — government in rural areas and then revealing the related disputes and differences we can visually and comprehensively de—
pict the basic patterns of the research on grassroots mass self — government in rural areas in recent 20 years and provide direct evidence
for overcoming the rigidity of research topics and deepening the research topics on grassroots mass self — government.
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