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Subdistrict Offices in the First 70 Years of the
People’s Republic of China: Change and Its Logic

Wu Dong
( School of Political Science and Public Administration Wuhan University Wuhan)

Abstract: The formation and change of the urban grassroots governance structure are often compatible with national power building
and the goal of national governance. As an important grassroots governance field subdistrict offices have undergone many changes
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China and have always been shifting between “government” and “social” func—
tions. In fact the key to grasp the trend of subdistrict reform and adjust and improve the grassroots governance structure lies in
understanding and recognizing the special role of subdistrict offices.
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