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International Forum

36 Promoting High-quality Development in the Joint Construction of the “Belt and
Road”: Opportunities, Challenges and Future Directions
by Wang Qiaorong
[ Abstract ] As a higher goal China has set for the joint construction of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), high—quality development seeks to promote high standards,
improve people’s livelihood, and enhance sustainability. Key to promoting the BRI’s
high—quality development, sustainability matters not only for China, but also for the
international community. A host of opportune factors exist that promote the high—quality
development for the joint construction of the BRI: the international community’s desire
to strengthen development cooperation provides the needed opportunities; the BRI’s
achievements in fostering political consensus, promoting mutually beneficial cooperation
and shaping public opinion have created favorable political, social and economic
conditions, and a change in development philosophy in China has injected new impetus.
But there are also challenges in promoting the high—quality development for jointly
constructing the BRI: intensified great power competition, sluggish economic growth
worldwide, instability in global security, geopolitical security concerns along the BRI
and problems attending the construction of the BRI. Possible solutions to deal with the
challenges include maintaining strategic resolve, strengthening institutional mechanisms,
improving investment and financing models, and preventing and defusing major risks.
[ Key Words ] The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), high—quality development,

sustainability, extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits

52 China - Saudi Arabia Cooperation in the Technology Sector: From the Perspective
of the High-quality Development of the Belt and Road Initiative
by Sun Haiyong
[ Abstract ] Saudi Arabia is an important pivot country of the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) in the Middle East. In the process of high—quality BRI development, both China
and Saudi Arabia are committed to expanding and strengthening bilateral cooperation
in high—tech industries. This cooperation is driven by three factors: Saudi Arabia’s
hope for economic transformation, the huge potential for cooperation in the digital
economy, and the transformation in Middle Eastern geopolitics. In this context, the
economic cooperation between China and Saudi Arabia has gone beyond traditional oil
and gas trade, and formed a mutually beneficial, win—win relationship characterized by

expanding cooperation areas and sectors on the basis of their cooperation in oil and gas.
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