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Tradition and Innovation vs. History and Historiography
LIU Jia-he
(School of History,BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The tradition accumulated through history and the concern of historiography is also named the pass down of
tradition itself, which gives rise to a series of issues to consider. First,it should justify the dialectic relationship between the
matters about practical tradition and those of ordinary tradition, which is in fact a process of change from quantity to quality
and conceives constant and variation throughout. Second, it should prove the dialectic relationship between tradition and inno-
vation that are both opposite and complementary;and the tension between tradition and innovation is in precise the motive
force in terms of which history makes progress. Third,it should elaborate that the general process of human history is an un-
folding one between tradition and innovation. Finally,it should prove that historiography, which appeals to and reflects on the
objective historical process,has to embody and in turn is able to exist exclusively in such a successive advance of tradition and
innovation in history.

Key words: Tradition/ Traditions ; Innovation/Innovations; history; historiography



