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On the Integration of Social History
XIAO Tian
( Department of History Suzhou University Suzhou 215009 China)
Abstract: What is meant by the integration of social history? Among the different versions held by differ—
ent people there is the noticeable tendency of viewing social history as being developed centering on the
perfection of “historical structure” narrative. Different from traditional history characterized by under—
standing in an institutional sense social history gives greater emphasis to essential daily life factors in a
personal sense which are seen as the basis in determining the boundary and key factors of social struc—
tures. The essential meaning of the primary aspect of the integration lies in enriching the related daily life
factors as much as the social boundary permits in order for history to approach comprehensiveness. To
better reveal the deep structural connections among various daily life factors in the local society ( such as
community typically) and to make history more capable of embodiment make up the essence of the second
aspect of the integration. To establish more visibly the corresponding connections within and among the
history dimensions such as people events time and space so as to turn history into a continuum is the
key idea of the third aspect. Social history which aims at integration is to be distinctly distinguished from

traditional history from all these aspects and is expected to provide rational indication to its own future.
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