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On the Construction of a Scientific System for Modern Chinese History
ZHANG Xian-wen

Abstract: Since the founding of the P. R. C. great achievements have been made in academic re—
search and staff cultivation in the field of modern Chinese history. However some fundamental issues re—
stricting its development remain to be solved and the exploration of a new scientific system is a necessity.
It is essential to sort out the path of development and main thread for Chinese modern history. First the
Revolution of 1911 and Nanjing Provisional Government should be given proper historical significance.
Second historical figures in the Northern Warlords Government require subjective evaluation. Third
study on historical events during the Anti-Japanese War ought to be deepened and expanded. The re—
search on Chinese modern history needs to follow three principles. The priority of historical materials
ought to be combined with exhaustiveness; continuity internationality and modernity of history ought to
be integrated; the exploration of history is to be scientific affective and practical.

Key words: modern Chinese history; the Revolution of 1911; Northern Warlords Government; An—
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