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Challenges and Rebirth;
The Approach of Chinese Marxist Historiography Since the 1990s

Chen Feng

Abstract; Since the 1990s, Chinese Marxist historiography has entered into a period of profound adjustment. It has
continued to focus on de-dogmatization, gradually given up the mode and thinking of learning classics, and started to
construct a localized historical system.Facing the revival of positive historiography,Marxist historiography has accepted
its rationality and validity with an inclusive attitude.For the impact and challenge of Western historiography, Marxist
historiography draws lessons and makes criticisms at the same time, but the conflict of historical views is still difficult
to reconcile. Besides, Marxist historiography has entered into a tit-for-tit debate with the theory of “farewell to
revolution” and the so-called historical nihilism.Its position has been highlighted and strengthened in the new context.In
the future, the fate of Chinese Marxist historiography will depend on its courage and ability to realize self-
transformation and self-breakthrough as well as the transition of its role and positioning.

Keywords : Chinese Marxist Historiography; Positive Historiography; Western Historiography; De-dogmatization
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