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After Postmodernism: Return of New Social History to Social Sciences
ZHOU Hong
( Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijingl00081, China)

Abstract: Whether historiography is a science or not is a centennial topic in the history of historiography. The Renaissance freed histo—
riography from the shackles of scholasticism and turned to the study of “man”. Enlightenment philosophy deduces the rules of human
society, and historiography is crowned with rationalism and scientificity. The methodology of Historicism in the 19th century advocated
archival textual research and historical concreteness rather than universality. In the early 20th century, historiography drew lessons from
the methodology of social sciences and tended to be scientific. Postmodernism inherits humanism and endows historiography with sub—
jectivity and narrative quality. After postmodernism, the historiographers face up to the attributes of social sciences in historiography
and affirm its authenticity, objectivity and regularity. Just like the confluence of the modern state, rationalism and scientism, it forms
the historical basis for the birth of social sciences. The global disorder and reconstruction after postmodernism promote the return of phi—
losophy, anthropology and historical ontology as well as the return of social science research.

Key words: new social history; social sciences; return
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