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Further Discussion on Moving Towards a “Living” Institutional History

Deng Xiaonan

Abstract: Since it was put forward in 2001, the concept of “moving towards a ‘living” institutional history” has attracted
extensive attentions in the academic circle. This essay intends to give more explanations and supplements to some
aspects of this concept.The so-called “dead” and “living” in research are not mutually exclusive. The research object is
alive, thus our observation and thinking should be alive. As far as the research foundation is concerned, our research
object can come to life only if we do our utmost on it. As for ancient Chinese system, there are “regulations” and
“limits”, with constant standards. while the actual situations are complicated and changeable. Stable institutions could
“shape” different patterns of behavior and “develop” different ways to solve the problem. The tension between the
original intention of the system and the eclectic compromise in reality,and the “interspace” brought by the contradiction
between the two,are the real charm of the study of institutional history.The political and cultural atmosphere and the
institutional ecological environment surrounding the system,namely the so-called “institutional culture”,determine the
elementary prospects in the implementation of the system to a certain context.
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