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Reflections on Expanding the Methodology of the Historiographical Research

CHEN Qitai

Abstract  Chinese historiography is a discipline under construction. The key to expand the research of this
field is not to simply regard it as a technical issue, but to urgently strengthen philosophical reflection on it and
to seriously summarize the fine tradition and humanistic spirit of Chinese historiography by deeply exploring the
achievements of historical classical works. At present, the following four effective research approaches should
be deeply explored in particular: first, to relevantly investigate the characteristics of the initial period and the
later vertical development through carrying out the view on development; second, to deeply summarize the pro-
found philosophical and high aesthetic value implied in the historical classical works with establishing the view
on holism; third, to overcome prejudices through carrying out the viewpoints and methods of “historicism”;
forth, to interpret the adaptability of the essentials of traditional historiography in the face of historical changes
by means of comparative methods.

Key words reflections on the methodology of historiography; Spring and Autumn Annals; Records of the Grand
Historian; Book of Han; General Delineation of Literature and History
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