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The Rise of Transnational History and Its Significance to
the Study of Educational History

LI Hui

(Academy of International Education Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Since the late 1980s and early 1990s, with the criticism of the limitations of the research par-
adigm of “nation-state” historiography, which began in the 19th century, and the promotion of “the inter-
nationalization movement of American history”, transnational history research has gradually risen in the
international history research. Akira Iriye, Ian Tyrrell and Thomas Bender, the leading figures in the
study of transnational history, made initial themes and practical attempts. Their research on transnational
history mainly focuses on two aspects: one is the rewriting of the history of nation-states based on the par-
adigm of transnational history; the other is the attention and investigation of non-state bodies based on the
perspective of transnational history. Transnational history has many meanings for the study of educational
history: first, it let us re-examine the value pursuit of educational history; second, it provides a new view
of history for the study of educational history: third, it brings inspiration to the complete writing and com~
pilation of educational history. We can use the paradigm of transnational history research to promote the
study of educational history.
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