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The Significance of Ancient and Modern Comparison for

the Development of Historical Theory

——The Reflection on the Theoretical Problems in Today’s Chinese Historiography

Lian Min
Institute of Theory of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100012, China

Abstract:At present, there are at least three problems should be paid attention to.That is, some current

conceptions of historiography cannot reflect chinese traditional historiography, the integrality of Chinese traditional

historiography reflects the fragmentation of current historical theory, the current historical theory lacks a corresponding

concept which can compare with "Shi Yi" in Chinese traditional historiography. These three problems cut off the

ancient and modern links of Chinese historiography and will not be conducive to Chinese historical theory following

China's own path. So we should use Chinese traditional historiography as a theoretical resource, draw lessons from

foreign historical theories and support the development of Chinese historiography.

Key words:Chinese traditional historiography; historical theory; a theoretical resource
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