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The Studies of Historical Theories in the People’s Republic
of China since 1949

Zhang Xupeng (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract  Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, historians have formed the stud-
ies of Marxist historical theory and Western historical theory under the guidance of historical materialism, based
on the traditions of ancient Chinese historiography and the pursuit of modernity of contemporary historiogra-
phy. This parallel and diverse research pattern of traditional and modern historical theories has promoted the
vigorous development of the discipline. In the past two decades, the progress of historical theories has led
to the increasing awareness of problems among historians, the continuous expansion in the field of historical
research, and a higher expectation of the theory in the practice of history. The review of the development, evolu-
tion and characteristics of historical theories since the founding of new China is significant in comprehensively
evaluating the role and value of the discipline, grasping its future changes and trends, and also considering the
construction of a historical theoretical discourse with Chinese characteristics.

Key words Marxist historical theory; Western historical theory; the People’s Republic of China since
1949
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