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Discussions on the Spatialization of Historical Time and Its Relationship with

Metaphor and Narrative

Chen Huiben

Abstract; The science of history devotes itself to the knowledge of the past, which means that the inquiry into the nature
of time in history is of vital importance. Historians used to represent time with spatialized thinking, based on the
experiences of their daily life. The relationship between historical time and space is reflected in the following aspects: the
spatiality of the objects of historical research, the spatial reference to time,and the divisibility of time.R.G.Collingwood
conceives time as the perpetually changing present,having somehow bound up with it an ideal future and an ideal past.
In this way he justifies the historicity of historical time and establishes the interrelation between universality and
specificity in historiography.In addition, Collingwood’s view of historical time doesn’t turn its back on the spatialized
time. Through the analysis of such Inertial thinking” as a mean of representing time, the relationship between historical
time and metaphor can be recognized. Metaphor is not only a rhetoric device, but also an important approach for us to
perceive the world.By emplotment, Braudel connects and makes as a whole of the three time-spans of his Mediterranean
narrative,so that the structure,conjuncture and event are united as one.Braudel’s narrative of Mediterranean explicitly
shows the importance of metaphor and narrative in the representation of the experience of historical time.To sum up,
historical time is always represented as the changing tense between the past,the present and the future in one’s mind.

Keywords: historical time;spatialization; metaphor;narrative ; Braudel
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