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ABSTRACT

New Life Philosophy: Emerging Technology and Construction of Open Ethics
Han Danyuan & Sun Zhouxing & Zhao Tingyang & He Huaihong & Wang Guoyu & Duan Weiwen
Abstract: In recent years, the rapid development of nanotechnology, genetic engineering, artificial intelligence and
other emerging technologies has aroused widespread concerns and discussions. Emerging technology offers the
possibility of a happy life for mankind, but it also brings mankind to an uncontrollable future. It is not only the
sword of Damocles hanging over our head, but also the Pandora Box in front of us. It is precisely because it is
related to the integrity of human subject, human dignity and human status in the natural world, which leads to deep
thinking and debate on bioethics and law, life value and the fate of mankind in the academic circles. Science and
technology have posed a series of important challenges and propositions to mankind, and we must respond to them.
For example, how to re—advocate a new philosophy of life and keep the final boundary of natural human beings?
Whether and how to make a systematic assessment of the new technology and its consequences, and make a
comprehensive plan for the future shape of human life and civilization? How to construct a preventive ethics and law
to control the risks of science and technology from the source? How to find the boundaries of certainty in uncertain
times and then construct an ethic of uncertainty. And some other questions. For these problems, it is urgent to seek
consensus through continuous discussion and even contention. To this end, Exploration and Free Views invited well—
known humanities scholars and important experts in the field of science and technology ethics to discuss and provide
their own possible solutions. It is published here for the readers. It should be pointed out that the expert arguments
in this album only represent personal opinions and do not represent the position of the editorial department. Scholars

are welcome to express their opinions and further participate in and promote discussion.

Academic Response in the Age of Great Change
—Sociologists and the 40th Anniversary of Reform and Opening—up
Zhou Xiaohong & Zhao Dingxin & Zhai Xuewei & Xu Yongxiang & Wen Jun & Feng Gang &
Chou Liping & Zhou Yi & Zhang Letian
Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, Chinese society has undergone profound changes in many aspects. On
the one hand, China is currently a strong country with a well-off population, and its education level and average
life expectancy are constantly improving. Every year, more than 100 million Chinese travel around the world. On
the other hand, the lack of creativity, environmental pollution, public health and population problems, the
deficiencies of government management, and the value crisis have brought challenges to China’ s further
development. Faced with this era of great change, Chinese social scientists, as supporters, participants and observers
of reform and opening-up, have done a lot of researches on various problems emerged out of the reform and
opening-up. They have put forward a lot of valuable suggestions to the government and have made tremendous
contributions to the stability of Chinese society and the success of reform and opening-up. On the 40th anniversary
of reform and opening-up, the "Yangtze River Delta Sociology Forum" was established. Nine sociologists discussed
the theme of "academic response in the era of great change", demonstrating the charm of sociological perspective

and the strength of Chinese sociology.

New Development of History Discipline in the Past 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up: Ideological
Emancipation and System Construction
Ma Keyao & Jiang Yihua & Qian Chengdan & Su Zhiliang
Abstract: On October 13th to 14th, 2018, the "Annual Working Conference of the History Department of the
Ministry of Education Social Science Committee Seminar on New Areas, New Problems, New Methods and

Development of History Discipline " was held in Zhejiang University. More than 40 scholars have conducted
extensive and in-depth discussions. Most of the participants have focused on the development trend of new problems
and methods in the new field of Chinese historiography in the past 40 years of reform and opening up, and made
a summary and reflection. From the conference, we know that the study of history in China is organically
combining the study of Chinese history with that of world history. China’s historiography has also made considerable

progress in exploring new fields such as environmental history, urban history, science and technology history, public
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history and so on. Chinese historians have been deeply reflecting on the difficult course, the current research
situation and lessons to be learned of Chinese historiography in modern times. Here are the speeches made by

several scholars at the conference. They put forward their views on the above issues from different perspectives.

From the King to the People: The Metaphor of “Two Bodies” Transformed, or Rejected
Tan Ankui

Abstract: Some Chinese scholars attempt to apply the classic fiction in the medieval political theology in England,
"the king's two bodies", to modern politics in opposite ways. But this metaphor will give rise to the conflict
between the conceptions of the organic state and that of the modern abstract state whether it is interpreted
extensively in temporal or spatial dimensions. The problem of the abstract state is essentially one of the
construction of the abstract sovereign people under the background of individualism. The crucial point of modern
politics lies in the abstract and visual forms of the people and their relationship, and it is radically different from
"the people’s two bodies". For the popular sovereignty, the rational justification of political legitimacy enjoys its
priority over the experiences of the sacred in political life. As a result, the continuity and identity of the modern
political community are ensured by those normative principles grounding the construction of the sovereign people
and the continuity of their institutional embodiment, not by the framework of the political theology behind the
metaphor of "two bodies".

Key words: king's two bodies; organic state; abstract state; people’s two bodies; construction of the people

The Study of Political Theology in Plural
Xu Zhenyu

Abstract: The study of "political theology" has received increasing attention, but the concept is rather ambiguous
and needs to be observed in the context of "dialogue". Although there are intersections and overlaps, it is still
necessary to distinguish among three political theologies: political theology under the Christian tradition, political
theology in Karl Schmitt’s sense, and political theology with a broader historical perspective. It is more hopeful to
combine relevant researches with Chinese reality in the perspective of the third sense of political theology.

Key words: political theology; modernity; Karl Schmitt; Ernst Kantorowicz

Is There a Comparative ''Political Theology' Between the West and China
Li Teng

Abstract: In recent years, the study of political theology has become increasingly prosperous. Besides using the
term to interpret the Western world, some scholars also apply this concept to analyze the evolution of Chinese
history and culture. This paper argues that the concept of political theology has a storing western historical
background, based on the apocalyptic religion and emphasizing interactive process between the secular politics and
theological thoughts. Although scholars in the 20th century often regarded the 17th century’s deism as the beginning
of political theology, it truly originated in the High Middle Ages. Through the re-examination of the development
of political theology in Western history, we can make a more accurate judgment of its applicability in Chinese
historical context.

Key words: political theology; Carl Schmitt; Ernst H. Kantorowicz; comparison between China and the West

Bottom, Unity, or Upside Down
—The Relationship Between the Standard of Minimum Living and the Standard of Poverty Alleviation
and Development in Rural China
Han Keqing
Abstract: As two basic systems of anti-poverty policy in rural China, the minimum living guarantee (MLG) and the
poverty alleviation and development (PAD) are playing an irreplaceable role in guaranteeing the basic life of the
poverty groups and eliminating the absolute poverty in the countryside. At present, under the policy mobilization to

win the Battle Against Poverty, the standard of rural MLG is getting higher and higher. Through combing the

150



