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The Study of Historical Theory in China in the Four Decades of
Reform and Opening-up

Zou Zhaochen

Abstract One of the major changes in historical research caused by the Reform and Opening-up is
historical theory becoming an independent subject. So without the Reform and Opening-up there’s no
Chinese study of historical theory. In the past 40 years successes have been achieved in the construction
of subject academic system and discourse system and the influence of historical theory on historical
research spread constantly. However we should rethink the problems in the study of historical theory
more in depth and this is a prerequisite for future development of the subject.
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