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the composite Edu-Gini coefficient that decreases with educational expansion. Drawing on Barro-Lee
Educational Attainment Data, this paper validates this fundamental property and develops an
explanatory model for the dynamic form of the Edu-Gini. The results show that the dynamic form of

Edu-Gini is determined by the cohesive features and the expansion rates of all of educational stages.

An Institutional Trilemma of *“ Meritocracy ”: Evidence from Civil Service
Examinations in the Ming Dynasty

............................................. Ke Rongzhu,Hong Wei & Zheng Enymg 96

Abstract: This paper summarizes three important institutional goals of talent selection, namely
fairness , anonymity , and effectiveness, and uses the contradictions and trade-offs among these three
as a framework to sort out the relevant literature and historical practices related to “meritocracy”.
Based on the institutional details of the civil service examination system at its peak ( mid-Ming
Dynasty) and a quantitative analysis of information on 12752 jinshi in the Chinese biographical
database , this paper reveals a trilemma of the centralized talent selection system in its design and
implementation , namely , the difficulty of reconciling the conflicts among the three at the same time.
It finds that “meritocracy” as a social selection system is constrained by examiners’ capability and

private incentives,as well as by unequal starting points at regional or individual levels.
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Abstract: The content of oral history involves event history and life history. For a long time,
scholars have been more fully engaged in the oral study of event history,but in fact, life history is the
underpinning of oral history research,and it is the fundamental reason for the humanistic character of
oral history. Humanism refers to knowledge that is based on the individual and focuses on the
relationship between the individual and society. Humanistic oral history focuses on life history and
pays great patience and respect to the life history that is built up from details; while respecting basic
historical facts,humanistic oral history does not even ignore the intentional or unintentional “lies” of
oral narrators, but investigates the social causes of this existence from the perspective of social

construction.
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