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Observing Digital History from the Perspective
of Cognitive Science

SUN Hui

( Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100009,China )

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] As a new historical research form, digital history is controversial in
academia. Observing it from the perspective of cognitive science, the article aims to treat it objectively
and rationally. [ Method/process ] The literature survey method is used to sort out the viewpoints in the
history field. The cognitive science's theories of memory and mental computing are used to analyze the
cognitive characteristics of traditional historical research and digital historical research, and to summarize
the research process and key points. [ Result/conclusion ] Digital history is characterized by a high degree
of externalization of some memories and calculations in the cognitive process. It has changed the cognitive
means, cognitive methods, and cognitive processes of traditional historical research, and ultimately affected
cognitive abilities and cognitive results. Historical skills training, intuitive thinking and argumentation drive
are still important. It is not appropriate to conduct digital history research at the undergraduate level. This
article also puts forward suggestions for the development of digital history projects.

Keywords: Digital history; Cognitive science; Digital humanities
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