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On Liu Da-nian’s Thought and Practice about the Evaluation of Historical Figures

ZHANG Qiusheng' ,GAO Xi-zhong®
(1. School of History, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387 ,China;

2. History Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Liu Da-nian is a famous Marxist historian. In many areas of historical research, he made pioneering contribution.
Scholars have carried on many elaboration, summary and discussion about his achievements in history research. But people have
not been paid enough attention to his thought and practice on the evaluation of historical figures. Liu Da-nian’sevaluation of
historical figures mainly has four important features: putting historical figure into the historical situation to analysis and evalu-
ate; applying the method of class analysis; judging historical figures based on historical facts and by the way of dichotomy.
These are worthy of our serious discussion and reflection. It probably will play a promoting role in research on the evaluation of
historical figures.
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