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Individual History Writing under the Perspective of

Public History Studies

Qian Maowei

Abstract: Individual history is a history of individual’ s growth and a way of constructing the independent history
of individuals. Different from the traditional government’s way to observe history from above, the writing of individual
history tends to reveal the public’s observation of history from the bottom up. Individual history writing has some of its
own features. First, it is a kind of subjective writing; second, it is full of distinctive human experience; third, it observes
history from the micro to the macro; fourth, it is a discovery of the history around the author; fifth, it is a kind of dynam-
ic writing. Individual history is personal history in its form but public history in its essence. From the perspective of pub-
lic history studies, the writing of individual history is of great significance. It can be an effective way for self-recognition
and it may increase the multiplicity of the objects of historical records. It can help ordinary people to be remembered by
history. It can help record the feeling of lower class people, and explore the secrets of the world from the perspectives of
ordinary people. The concept of individual history writing gives people limitless room of imagination. It may help to con-
struct a real general history and compile a grand national history with enriched contents, and, in this way, it may bring
about a real revolution in the realm of historical studies.
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