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On the Historical Evolution and Development Orientation of
New China’s Diplomatic Communication System over the
Past 70 Years

Yang Mingxing Zhou Angqi

Abstract: Since the founding of new China 70 years ago, the work of foreign
policy communication under the leadership of the Party and the government has
completed its strategic transformation from “foreign propaganda” to “diplomatic
communication.” This research finds that the diplomatic communication system
with Chinese characteristics nowadays begins to show the following characteristics.
First, a pattern of “polyphonic communication” has been formed in which the
Party and the government take the lead and multiple subjects participate in
the communication. Second, the tailored products of story-based contents of
communication are closely centered on the concept of a community of shared
future for humanity. Third, the communication media, driven by information
technology, has been transformed into a globally connected platform-based
media. Fourth, the targets of diplomatic communication have been accurately
classified under the dual standards of “global view” and “focused view.” This
paper argues that China’s practical innovation in diplomatic communication and
the construction of international discourse power have both achieved initial results,
but there is still a big gap compared with the United Kingdom, the United States
and other Western countries. In particular, the theoretical research in the field of
diplomatic communication in domestic academic circles lags behind the practice
obviously, and the theoretical exploration of the relationship between diplomacy
and communication is not yet thorough, thus, the two systems of public diplomacy

and global communication have been in a relatively separate state for a long time.
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So, this paper attempts to extract the successful experience of China’s diplomacy
and communication in the past 70 years from the perspective of interdisciplinary
studies such as diplomacy and communication, and construct a relatively complete
diplomatic communication architecture on this basis, in order to provide intellectual
support for the Party and the government in strengthening top-level design and
strategic planning, implementing a “whole-of-government” promotion and

Interdepartmental cooperation in this regard.

Key Words: Diplomatic Discourse; Diplomatic Communication; International

Discourse Power; Development Orientation
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