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Global Review

and prosperity in the common geostrategic spaces, where different civilizations,
religions, and histories meet, depends on power equilibrium and closer
cooperation.

KEYWORDS: enclosed sea regions, geostrategic locations, geostrategic features,
strategic thinking

New Characteristics of the Geopolitical Theory and Reflections on
China’s Geostrategy

LI Hongmei

ABSTRACT: With the rise of China and the implementation of the “Belt and
Road” initiative, it is necessary to strengthen the study of geopolitical theory so
as to improve China’s geostrategy. The traditional geopolitical theory mainly
interprets the development of international relations from the perspectives of
power, spatial structuralism, conflicts, and absolutism. In the post-Cold War era,
from the geopolitical theory have derived geoeconomics, critical geopolitical
theory, clash of civilization theory, cyberspace theory, space power theory and so
on. Evolving geopolitical theories have exhibited new characteristics, including
the diversified meaning of power, the highlighted importance of
non-geographical space, and the criticism and reflections on the traditional theory.
The geopolitical theory adopts a Western discourse, which aims to serve national
interests, and shapes a nation’s geostrategies. Therefore, we need to develop the
geopolitical theory based on China’s national conditions and national interests,
and formulate China’s geostrategy with clearer objectives and a dynamic
assessment of environment. In this way, China’s geopolitical strategy will be
improved systematically.

KEYWORDS: geopolitics, theory, China’s geostrategy

An Analysis of the Theory and Practice of Major-power Diplomacy
with Chinese Characteristics

WANG Dong and ZHU Xiaofan

ABSTRACT: Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
General Secretary Xi Jinping has put forward a series of important diplomatic
thoughts in the face of a new international environment, effectively introducing a
theory of major-power diplomacy with Chinese characteristics, which highlights
the CPC’s heightened sense of historic mission, underscores the Party
leadership’s innovative thinking as well as reflects the spirit of the times. These
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important thoughts have guided China’s diplomacy and helped ushered in a new
era of China’s diplomatic activism. Fully committed to defending its sovereignty,
security, and development interests, an increasingly self-confident China has
intensified its engagement with the rest of the world by forging global
partnerships and vigorously pushing the “Belt and Road Initiative,” with a view
to stabilizing its peripheries and extending economic aid to the developing world.
Under the guidance of Xi Jinping’s diplomatic thoughts, China’s diplomacy has
scored remarkable new progress.

KEYWORDS: Xi Jinping's diplomatic thoughts, major-country diplomacy, theory,
practice

International Legal Basis for China’s Participation in the Governance
and Development of Arctic Oil and Gas Resources

TANG Yao and XIA Liping

ABSTRACT: Climate change and technological advances make offshore oil and
gas resources in the Arctic more accessible. However, development of the
resources have brought new governance issues, like resource utilization,
environmental protection, and dispute settlement. As a large trading country,
China’s participation in the governance and development of Arctic oil and gas
resources would be far-reaching. International laws, such as the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and the International Convention on Oil
Pollution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation, provide the international
legal basis for China’s participation. The existing international legal basis has
exhibited four characteristics. Firstly, bilateral agreements are easy to conclude,
but they are susceptible to fluctuations in state-to-state. Secondly, United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea is the core of related legal basis, especially its
dispute settlement mechanisms have become the legal means of contracting
parties in claiming their rights. Thirdly, soft laws make countries’ participation
more diverse. Fourthly, peace and cooperation are the essence of related legal
basis, such as the obligation that any dispute should be settled by peaceful means
provided by the Charter of the United Nations. Therefore, China should
strengthen bilateral ties with Arctic states, strengthen cooperation with
international organizations, enrich its knowledge of international judicial
precedents, and actively participate in the governance and development of Arctic
oil and gas resources.

KEYWORDS: China, Arctic oil and gas, governance, development
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