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The First Decade of the Belt and Road Initiative and China’s Diplomatic Innovation
by Liu Le
[ Abstract ] The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is an important innovation of Chinese
diplomacy. In the past decade, the BRI has been actively and steadily promoted and
continuously expanded. In this process, China has made a series of innovations in
diplomatic theory and practice, playing the role of an initiator, promoter and leader.
Specifically, the ideational innovations include the principle of cooperation featuring
extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits, a coordination—based
approach to cooperation, connectivity as the main focus of cooperative projects, the
ethical code of striking the right balance between justice and interests, and the cooperative
vision of a community with a shared future. The institutional innovations refer to the
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation, the third—party market cooperation
mechanism, and cooperation between international institutions and the BRI. In essence,
the core feature and fundamental value of these innovations is constructive inclusiveness,
which 1s embodied by the cosmopolitan vision, the relatedness of the cooperation projects,
openness of partner eligibility, the extendibility of the cooperation issues, the interactivity
of the cooperation mechanisms, and the compatibility of cooperation approaches. This also
reflects the modern transformation of the ideas of oneness, inclusiveness and harmony that
are rooted in traditional Chinese political philosophy. At the same time, Chinese diplomacy
faces the triple challenges of inclusion costs, asymmetric inclusion and inclusion paradoxes.
These challenges can be tackled in three ways: adopting incremental inclusion, promoting
two—way inclusion and shaping inclusive norms.
[ Key Words ] the Belt and Road Initiative, Chinese diplomacy, diplomatic innovation,

construction of inclusiveness

The Green Belt and Road Initiative: A Decade of Achievements and Future
Development

by Shi Zehua
[ Abstract ] After ten years of development, the joint construction of a green Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) has become an important breakthrough in the upgrading of the
(BRI). It has promoted the continuous expansion of the strategic coordination of the

BRI countries, enhanced the green development capacity of the participating developing
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