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Contemporary China’s Diplomacy: 70 Years of Exploration
and Enlightenment

Gong Li

Abstract: The principle of independence provides a foundation for contemporary
China’s diplomacy. The shift of the purpose of China’s diplomacy from “opposing
hegemonism and safeguarding world peace” to “maintaining world peace and
promoting common development” and the benign interactions between China’s
foreign policy and its reform and opening up policy are in line with China’s
changing perception of and gradual adaptation to the themes of the times from
“war and revolution” to “peace and development.” In the new era, the purpose
of promoting the building of a community with a shared future for the mankind
has become the core concept of China’s diplomacy. Seventy years of China’s
diplomacy shows that the progress and innovation of diplomatic theory have played
a leading role in China’s diplomatic practice; it is of vital importance to strike a
balance between fighting against hegemony and maintaining normal relations with
hegemonic countries; a new path of external relations characterized by partnership
rather than alliance has expanded China’s diplomatic space; China must pursue a

major country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.

Key Words: Independence; China’s Diplomatic Purposes; Diplomatic Changes; the
Core Concept of China’s Diplomacy
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