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Toward the Formation of Semi — Diplomatic Relations:
Anglo - Chinese Negotiations for the Purpose of
Establishing Diplomatic Relations 1950 — 1954

XU You - zhen
( School of History Wuhan University Wuhan Hubei 430072 China)

Abstract: The United Kingdom sought to establish diplomatic relations with revolutionary China in order to
keep her interests in China and further her Far East policies but adopted an ambiguous attitude toward the rem—
nants of Kuomintang in Taiwan. The People’s Republic of China ( PRC) insisted that negotiations be a precon—
dition for the establishment of formal diplomatic relations whose main aims were to demonstrate such diplo—
matic perceptions as independence equality mutual benefit and mutual respect for territorial integrity and
sovereignty. During those negotiations from 1950 to 1954 the PRC played a dominant role but went through
a change from rigid attitudes to flexible ones which generally stood for the aims and perceptions of Chinese
diplomacy and also made a breach from the Western bloc. Restricted by Washington London was not able to
establish full diplomatic relations with the PRC. Nonetheless Britain dealt with those talks with a realistic atti—
tude which won actual benefits for herself such as limited existence and some vested interests in China a
forerunner in establishing official relations with the PRC among western Powers. The establishment of semi —
diplomatic relations between the U. K. and the PRC opened a window for the westerners to observe and talk to
the Chinese when China was cut off from major powers.

Key words: Anglo — Chinese Relations; Chinese diplomacy; Geneva Conference; Anthony Eden; Chou Enlai
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