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Globalization and Governance of the Belt and Road Initiative: A Soft-
Law Approach

GU Bin

Abstract: Rule of law is a hallmark of high-quality Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), as well as a major safeguard thereof. The BRI has been revealing an
approach of soft law in governance since its very debut in 2013, and such an
approach is a major contribution of the Chinese civilization to international rule
of law. Neatly organized under the BRI legal {framework, hundreds of soft-law
documents are categorized largely into three sectors: entity law, operational
standards, and dispute settlement mechanism. Respectively and specifically,
entity law contains bilateral, multilateral, multi-stakeholder agreements, as
well as China’s unilateral position papers; operational standards are divided into
three sub-sectors—debt sustainability, environmental sustainability, and the
clean Silk Road; and dispute settlement refers to China’s endeavor to build a
one-stop diversified settlement mechanism of international commercial
disputes, in parallel with the traditional mechanism. This BRI legal framework
is inclusive of hard law. In a bid to further progress in the rule of law and
globalization, the BRI should enhance the dynamic interplay with traditional
international institutions, promote high and feasible standards, and
institutionalize its multilateral governance structure.

Key words: the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), soft law, rule of law,

globalization, AIIB., multilateralism

Transformation of the EU’s External Strategy and the Reshaping of
China-EU Relations
JIN Ling

Abstract: In the context of the global power transition, the power balance has



undergone significant changes, reshaping the international order. The so-called
liberal international order led by the U.S. in which European integration is
embedded and the international institutions on which the EU depends to play its
role are facing structural challenges. In geopolitical tensions, the vulnerabilities
of the EU as a major power have been exposed, which has led to the
acceleration of the transformation of the EU’s external strategy. Aiming at
strategic autonomy and defending European sovereignty, the EU has taken a
visible geopolitical shift in its external strategy. Its pro-globalization position
has been gradually replaced by selective decoupling in global value chain
systems. Its value diplomacy, an important vehicle of geopolitical competition,
is being practiced not only in trade and technology areas but also in security.
The transformation of EU’s external strategy will deeply impact the basic logic
of China-EU relations, which will not only determine the future competition,
cooperation and even conflict in China-EU relations, but also profoundly affect
the reshaping of global power structure and the evolution of international order.
Key words: EU’s external strategy, China-EU relations, international power

structure, geopolitics, Russia-Ukraine conflict

Relational Power and the Rise and Fall of the U.S. Leadership

XING Yue LIU Zhao CHANG Xin

Abstract: In today’s world, hegemony has lost its global legitimacy and
leadership becomes the primary channel for great powers to exert influence and
shape the world. Existing literature in international relations mainly focuses on
how leadership is formed, paying little attention to how the authority and
status of leadership persists. This paper proposes a leadership-centered
theoretical framework that is relative to hegemony, so as to develop a study of
how leadership can sustain. This paper argues that the leadership of great
powers is based on relational power, which is the opposite of coercive causal
power. Based on the intangible power resources, relational power results in a
leader-follower relationship by attraction. To maintain relational power, it is
key for the leader to resolve disputes with its followers through negotiation.
Taking the U.S. as an example, this article explores the ways the U.S. handled
and interacted with its NATO allies in the face of disagreements from both the
positive and negative sides by comparing the U.S. with the Soviet Union during
the Cold War and the U.S. with itself before and after the Cold War. The article



