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A Study on the Disposition of Japanese War Criminals in the Early Years of New
China and China’s Contribution to the International Human Rights Undertaking

from the Perspective of Transitional Justice

ZHU Liyu, XIONG Kan

Abstract: This paper reviews the disposition of the Japanese war criminals after the New China was founded
from the perspective of transitional justice. Transitional justice is a response by UN and the international society to
systematic or large scale violations of human rights. Different from the practice of transitional justice in other
countries, the New China had a unique way of transforming the Japanese war criminals, especially the adoption of
Moralism to make the criminals confess and repent completely. Like other practices of transitional justice, the PRC’
s government was also trapped by the dilemma of to sentence or to release. After repeated discussions, the PRC’ s
government finally brought only 45 major Japanese war criminals to trial, and innovatively transformed the policy
of lenience to the legal formality of immunity from prosecution. The combination of the principles of moralism,
humanism and legalism in dealing with the Japanese war criminals is China’ s important contribution to the
maintenance of peace in Asia and the world and to the protection of international human rights.

Key words: Transitional Justice, Moralism, Transformation, Immunity of Prosecution, Legalism, Early Years

of New China, Human Rights
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