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[ Abstract] China has provided considerable foreign aid to the national liberation move-
ments and the national construction of developing countries. Still, there is little
research on the impact of these aid projects on the national construction of recipient
countries. By constructing a new theoretical framework that integrates time and space,
the author proposes that China’s infrastructure aid to developing countries has a role in
promoting the nation-building of recipient countries. National identity can be a key
entry point to examine foreign aid and nation-building. The author takes the Tanzania-
Zambia Railway, China’s most representative foreign aid project, as a case and uses
the spatial analysis method to match and analyze the national identity of local people
and the railway. The railway shaped national identity by promoting development and
enhancing collective memory. And the effect of railway construction on national identity
is most significant among the people who live in areas along the railway and have
experienced railway construction. At the same time, the impact of the railway on local
national identity is also gradually weakening. In contrast, the railways built by the
colonial master during the colonial period did not enhance the national identity. This
study expands the theoretical understanding of the impact of foreign aid, unearths
China’s contribution to the national liberation in developing countries, and has implica-
tions for improving China’s international development cooperation policy.
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