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China’s Foreign Aid Reports and National Image Building in 1980s Based on the
Analysis of the Reports in “People’s Daily” from 1980 to 1989

LI Shou-shi, JIANG Mei-fang
(Institutes of Arts and Humanities, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract; This paper examines the characteristics of China’s foreign aid based on the foreign
aid reports in “People’s Daily” from 1980 to 1989. The public reports in this period are in favor of
the political significance, but imply the economic significance. The contradictory laws of these
reports reflect the wisdom and embarrassment of “People’s Daily” when China are both “donor”
and “recipient”. To keep the dual role and obtain national development requirements in this special
period, “People’s Daily” cautiously explored an appropriate publicity path. However, the wisdom
and embarrassment have significant implications and inspirations for today’s foreign aid coverage
and dissemination of China’s image.
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