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Achievements, Experiences, and Inspirations of the China-Arab

States Cooperation Forum over the Past 20 Years
TONG Fei
(Institute of West-Asian and African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing 100101, China)
Abstract : Twenty years have passed since the establishment of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum. As
the most important bridge and platform connecting China and the Arab world, the Forum is playing an increas-
ingly important role in promoting the development of bilateral relations, deepening cooperation in different
fields, and promoting the settlement of regional hotspot issues. This paper reviews the important achievements
made by the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum since its establishment in the fields of politics, economy,
bilateral and multilateral cooperation mechanisms, summarizes the successful experience of the China-Arab
States Cooperation Forum, in order to provide useful inspiration and reference for the future acceleration of the
China-Arab States Cooperation Forum and promote the construction of China-Arab States community of common

destiny. The China-Arab States Cooperation Forum has provided strong support for the development of bilateral
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relations and is conducive to the high-quality development of the Belt and Road Initiative and the realization of
a comprehensive strategic partnership between the two sides. In the new historical period, under the frame-
work of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, the two sides will continue to expand cooperation in various
fields, jointly cope with global challenges, promote the construction of China-Arab community of shared fu-
ture, and push China-Arab relations to a higher level.

The establishment of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum in 2004 marked a new historical stage in
the relationship between China and Arab countries. The political mutual trust between China and Arab coun-
tries has been continuously strengthened. The two sides have closely interacted on international and regional
hotspot issues of common interest, and actively strengthened multilateral coordination and cooperation through
the platform of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, demonstrating a high sense of responsibility and a
spirit of cooperation and making positive contributions to world peace and stability. The economies of China and
Arab countries are highly complementary. Before the establishment of formal diplomatic relations, China and
Arab countries had already carried out economic and trade exchanges. Since the establishment of the China-
Arab States Cooperation Forum, the cooperation between China and Arab countries has expanded rapidly in all
aspects. The two sides are committed to simplifying customs clearance procedures, lowering tariff barriers and
strengthening customs cooperation, which has effectively improved the level of trade facilitation and promoted
the rapid growth of bilateral trade.

Since the establishment of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, bilateral relations have achieved a
series of landmark and breakthrough achievements in various fields. China has established a comprehensive
strategic partnership of cooperation and development with the Arab states as a whole, and has established com-
prehensive strategic partnerships or strategic partnerships with 14 Arab states. The successful hosting of the
China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, the promotion of the Belt and Road Initiative and the successful holding
of the China-Arab States Summit have marked the gradual improvement of the China-Arab States cooperation
mechanism.

Deep traditional friendship and similar ideas of China and Arab countries are important magic weapons for
the success of Forum cooperation. Under the guidance of heads of state diplomacy, enhanced political mutual
trust is a solid foundation for the success of the Forum’ s cooperation. Economic mutual benefit is the main
driving force for the success of Forum. A sound mechanism is an important guarantee for the success of the
China-Arab States Cooperation Forum.

With the changing development of the times, the development of China-Arab States Cooperation Forum is
also facing new challenges. The mechanisms of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum also need to be up-
graded to adapt to the changes of the times, so as to better leverage practical cooperation and implement the
consensus and agreements already reached between the two sides.

At the strategic level, we should enhance the top-level design of our head-of-state diplomacy. We should
elevate the status of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum to facilitate high-level interactions, which not
only accelerates the construction of the China-Arab States community with a shared future but also enhances
our cooperation with Arab states in international organizations such as BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. At the institutional level, China and Arab States have extensive common interests and cooperation
space in the political, economic, cultural and other fields, and various cooperation mechanisms under the

framework of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum have brought tangible benefits to both sides. In the fu-
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ture, attention should be paid to the synergy of the middle links of the cooperation mechanism, and an effec-
tive supervision mechanism should be formed to implement the relevant outcomes of the Forum. At the Cooper-
ative object level, the economic and social development of Arab countries is very different and unbalanced,
and the energy, investment and economic and trade cooperation between China and Arab countries is concen-
trated in some countries. In the future, in the process of multilateral cooperation, attention should be paid to
finding the commonalities and greatest common factors of Arab countries, so as to make the mutually beneficial
scope of China-Arab cooperation more balanced.

Through the upgrading of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, the China-Arab States Cooperation
Forum, which is the most important platform and vehicle for the development of China-Arab States relations,
will undoubtedly play a greater and more significant role in the new historical period, driving China-Arab
States cooperation to thrive and making steady progress towards higher quality and deeper mutually beneficial
cooperation, thus propelling the construction of the China-Arab States community with a shared future forward
at a faster pace.

Key words : China-Arab States Cooperation Forum; a community with a shared future for mankind ; civilization

communication



