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The Cooperation between China and UNESCO:From Learner to Leader
Liu Tiewa

Abstract: Since China returned to UNESCO in 1971, it has maintained a good cooperative re-
lationship with UNESCO, with increasing influence and changing roles. In the 1970s and 1980s,
China mainly studied the knowledge and experience of UNESCO, and practiced and popularized
its “laboratory of ideas” function in China. Since the 1990s, China has been more active in
UNESCO, playing a growing role and actively cooperating with UNESCO and other member
states in various fields. In the 21st century, China’s role has changed from a learner to a leader,
providing some public goods including funds, experience and ideas, etc. With the continuous rise
of China’s status of power, and the United States second withdraw from UNESCO, the concept
of “new international relations” and “community of shared future for mankind” advocated by Chi-
na plays an indispensable supporting and leading role in the operation of UNESCO under the cur-
rent special circumstances, and becomes an important aspect of promoting global governance.

Keywords: UNESCO; Chinese Role; Learner; Leader
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