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(rEmRHE R F)
Evolution of the Maritime Silk Road Trade Network Structural
Characteristicsin 2000-2014
ZHENG Jun ZHANG Yongqing HUANG Xia
Abstract: By usingthe social network analysis method,and adopting the trade
dependence weighted matrix and a new threshold setting method, this paper stud-
ies the trade network of 62 countries on the Silk Road in 2000-2014, in terms
of network closeness, partners matching pattern, centrality of important countries
and community detection. The research finds the network is like a “small-
world” , and counties within it increasingly rely on each other.The clustering ef-
fect is promoted dramatically under the impact of the “2Ist-Century Maritime
Silk Road” initiative of China.lt is a disassortative network in which the dispari-
ty between trade partners being convergent, with a new core-periphery order con-
firmed and strengthened after 2008 subprime mortgage crisis. The TOPI12 “rich
club” isrelative stable but the rank is changing, China’ s central position is as-
cending and overlaps with Japan’ s decline, India rises sharply when traditional
maritime powers fall. Geographic neighborhood and interlinked sea areas are the
natural bond of trade communities, and the Maritime Silk Road stretches west
benefiting from ASEAN integration and South Asia’ s merging, in which process
China plays a key role.
Keywords: The Maritime Silk Road; International trade networks; Trade de-

pendence weight; Network structural characteristics; Trade community
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