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China “s International Law Practice on the Settlement of Land
Boundary Issues since the Founding of the PRC in 1949

ZHOU Jian( Wuhan University)

Abstract: On 1 October 1949  when the PRC was founded none of the boundaries between China and
its 12 neighbors was clearly delimited. The territorial and boundary issues deeply rooted in and left over
from history remained unresolved. Since then China had concluded through bilateral negotiations
boundary treaties agreements and protocols with 12 of its 14 neighbors on land. Over 90% of China’s
land boundary line totaling about 2 1100 km were delimited and demarcated. During this process

China in light of the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence pursued two objectives namely to
safeguard its territorial sovereignty by maintaining a definite clearly demarcated secure and stable
boundaries and to develop friendly relations and cooperation with its neighbors. International law

including the general principles basic rules and specific regimes was duly and appropriately applied in
the delimitation demarcation and inspection of the boundaries. On the basis of international law China
has established together with its neighboring countries a comprehensive legal regime on delimitation

demarcation  daily management and periodic inspection of boundaries. It has also developed legal regimes
on boundary and border management and transboundary cooperation which ensure that the States
concerned can transform the boundary lines frontiers and borderlands into bridges of friendship and belts
and connecting points of sub—regional and regional cooperation.

Key words: land boundaries; peaceful settlement of disputes; boundary negotiations; delimitation;

demarcation; boundary inspection




