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In Commemoration of the 40th Anniversary
of the Establishment of China-U.S. Diplomatic Relations

China-U.S. Military Relations: From Quasi-Alliance
to Competiton?
Yao Yunzhu ............................................................... ( 9)

Forty years ago based primarily on geostrategic calculations and mili—
tary necessity China and the U.S. established diplomatic relations. In the
early years after the rapprochement military cooperation including high—
level visits extensive exchanges in all fields and joint defense technology
projects was among the top priorities. In the late 1980s and early 1990s
domestic political turmoil combined with the end of the bipolar interna—
tional system led to a sharp downward spiral of the China-U.S. relationship.
The military ties suffered from frequent suspensions and lack of substance.
Both sides were at odds on a number of issues: Taiwan U.S.ded military
alliances and their containing moves against China the interactive posture
in military power balances and the military competition in emerging tech—
nologies. However China and the U.S. increasingly share interests in cop—
ing with non-raditional security threats and cooperating in multilateral re—
gional and global frameworks. To keep their military relations stable the
two countries need to focus on managing differences and preventing crises
promoting common interest by cooperating in multilateral mechanisms and
reducing antagonism between China and the U.S.ded Asia-Pacific alli-
ances. At the present time when relations are worsening high priority
should be given to enhancing “crises-control ” regimes and preventing

worst—-case scenarios.

Choosing Domestic Strategies and Locating
China-U.S. Relations
Da Wel ..................................................................... ( 20)

Domestic strategy has been a key factor in China-U.S. relations. In the
40 years after 1978 the adaptation of Chinese and American domestic
strategies has ensured the establishment development and stability of bilat—



