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The Characteristics, Drivers and Challenges of

the Transitional Relation of China and Latin America

CUI Shoujun
(School of International Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The establishment of China-CELAC mechanism in 2015 indicates the China-Latin America
cooperation has marched into a new era. The China-Latin America relationship has transitioned from
a “Spontaneously Responsive Development” into a “Self-directed Constructive Development”. The
integrated linkages from “Strategic Goal” to “Strategic Roadmap” and from “Cooperation Directive”
to “Development Engine” are the distinctive features of China-Latin America transitional relation-
ship. Economic cooperation, political mutual trust, State-head diplomacy and cultural exchange are
the intrinsic drivers of this transitional relationship, while the epochal shift of global politics is the
extrinsic driver. On the one hand, the change in Latin America situation, the asymmetry of China-
Latin America economic ties and China’s lacking of understanding of Latin America will constrain
the development of bilateral relations; on the other hand, the US involvement in Latin America and
the escalation of China-US strategic competition will challenge the bilateral relationship.
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