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Evolution, Motivation and Future Trend of “Ballast” in the Sino-US
Relations since China’s Reform and Opening—up
Zhang Yifei 75

Although the word “ballast” has long been widely used in academic circles and media reports
to describe Sino—US economic relations, the definition of “ballast” in international relations,
the motivation for its evolution, and its future development trend are yet to be discussed in
depth. This article defines “ballast” as “balanced international relationship in certain areas
that can maintain the overall stability of bilateral or multinational relations in a crisis”. By
reviewing the historical evolution of “ballast” in the Sino—US relations since China’s reform
and opening—up, it is found that the economic relations, as a long—term “ballast” of Sino—US
relations, are facing the risk of disintegration under the influence of changing international
structure. Meanwhile, the short—term non—traditional security “ballasts”, such as terrorism and
financial crisis, have also disappeared as they have become obsolete or regular problems. The
article puts forward six situations in which the stable “ballast” would reappear in Sino—US
relations and forecasts the future prospects of Sino—US relations.

China’s Adjustments of International Economic and Trade Strategies Fit
Its Own Strategic Interests
Yu Zhi 98

China adjusted some of its international economic and trade strategies during the past two
years. This not only shows its willingness to take care of the concerns of the United States and
to solve the China—US trade disputes, but also fits China’s own development requirements and
strategic interests. Based on the consideration of China’s own strategic interests, this article
analyzes the necessity of its adjustments of international economic and trade strategies,
including its foreign trade strategy, industrial development strategy, and intellectual property
rights strategy. The article also proposes further adjustment measures that China should adopt
in the future.



